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Development of Strobilanthes cusia (Nees) Kuntze Production for Commercial
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ABSTRACT

Strobilanthes cusia (Nees) (Kuntze) is a naturally shrub in the Northern Region of
Thailand. Farmers usually take stems and leaves to produce the natural indigo for dying
cotton cloths which are very famous cloths in Phrae Province. Phrae Agricultural Research
and Development Center has studied and developed appropriate technologies since 2012.
The experiments were survey, classification and cloning comparison. Cultural practices such
as plantation spacing, lisht shading and harvesting index were studied. Indigo mixer machine
was also constructed and developed for farmers. In 2018, the technologies were tested
and transfered to farmers. The results that 80% of the farmers had increased production
knowledges and expanded the plantation area from 50 to 110 rai in the year. The farmers
can to harvest 3,844 Kg/rai, it sold to the manufacturers for use in material. In addition,
the production knowledges has been passed through the learning center to increase
production efficiency at Phrae Agricultural Research and Development Center to 2,100
peoples, farmers, students and interested people, supporting 10,800 seedling for farmers
and building Nakuha master plot in farmer area for transfer the knowledges. The production
knowledges has been utilized for use as information and guidelines for registration as a
plant and Thai Geographical Indication product (Gl). These activities can increase income of
farmers and communities. They also keep the local wisdom to remain in the future.

Key word: indigo paste, indigo substance, indigo mixer machine.
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Figure 1 Traning on Strobilanthes cusia (Nees) Kuntze production for at Nakuha sub-

district, Muang district, Phrae province.



Figure 2 Learning Center of Strobilanthes cusia (Nees) Kuntze at Phrae Agricultural
Research and Development Center to transfer production knowledge for farmers

and interested persons.



Figure 3 Promotion the Strobilanthes cusia (Nees) Kuntze production at Nahuha

master plot area by DOA at channel 5 on 25 August 2019.
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Figure 4 Promotion the Strobilanthes cusia (Nees) Kuntze production at Nakuha masrwe

plotarea by Tung Sang Tawan at channel 33 on 24 March 2019.
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