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ABSTRACT

The comparison of economic value between the technology of using portable Robusta
coffee harvesting machine and using human labor for harvesting, was conducted by interviewing
11 farmers who have been growing coffee in the northern and the southern region of Thailand,
after demonstrating the use of the abovementioned machine and granting the farmers hands on
experience. By interviewing the general information of the farmer, most of the farmers have
grown coffee for more than 15 years. The varieties grown are: Catimor, Chieng Mai 80, Robusta,
Local varieties, and Nestle’s variety. Nine of the farmers have been growing coffee with other
economic crops, two farmers have been growing only coffee. The main problem for the farmer
is harvesting, faced by 81.81% of the farmers, where 30% face shortage of labor, 25.56% face
problem of high labor cost. After the farmer used the portable harvesting machine, that is
developed from the research done by the Department of Agriculture, 53.84% of the farmers’
opinion suggested improved productivity. The second highest opinion suggested that it would
alleviate the problem of labor shortages, while 7.7% of the opinions suggested that it causes

hard to recover damage the coffee plant. The rest of the farmers, 7.7%, feel that it causes



complications. Overall 80% of the farmers are content with the portable coffee harvesting
machine.
Key word : Portable coffee harvesting machine, economic value evaluation, using new

technology
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